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Welcome  
 

to the 

SouthWest Association of Turners Symposium  
 
Welcome to the 33rd anniversary of the SWAT Symposium.  We had a successful year in 2024 and this 
year will be even better!  I would like to thank the Board of Directors, Executive Committee, our 
standing Committees, and the many other volunteers who have worked so hard to make this the best 
woodturning show in the world.  I would also like to thank our member clubs, who make SWAT possible.  
SWAT is a gathering of friends and fellow woodturners to have fun, meet old friends, make new friends, 
and learn from some of the best demonstrators in the world. 

Our many vendors will have everything you need for your craft, from lathes and accessories to tools, 
wood, casting, stabilizing and embellishment supplies, along with sanding, sharpening, and safety 
equipment.  You will learn about new products, new processes, and things to make your woodturning 
experience more fun and productive.  Our vendors are always ready to help new and experienced 
woodturners enhance their capabilities and make woodturning even more enjoyable. 

We also have a hands-on area, where you can get some hands-on experience in pen turning and bowl 
turning from experienced woodturners.  So, stop by and have some fun. 

Our Three-for-One Raffle offers the ability to win at three separate drawings.  The tickets from each 
drawing are returned to the bin after each drawing, so you have a chance to win each time.  Our 1st 
drawing is at the Friday morning Opening Ceremony where we will raffle a Jet midi-lathe and an 
Arrowmont scholarship.  Our 2nd drawing is after the Saturday evening dinner where art pieces donated 
by juried artists selected from SWAT attendees are the prizes.  Our 3rd drawing will be after Sunday 
lunch where tools, wood and turning accessories (all donated by vendors), another Arrowmont 
scholarship, two Jet Midi lathes and the grand prize of a Robust American Beauty Lathe will be won. 

Our Art Gallery is second to none, and gives you a chance to view (and possibly sell/purchase) beautiful 
pieces of turned art.  Any turner can register to display up to 10 pieces of their work in our gallery. 

The SWAT layout remains the same as last year.  The Gallery will be in Brazos Ballroom North and the 
McLennan Hall will have three demonstration rooms.  This layout is in the handbook and will also be on 
display in the main lobby along with the Rotation Schedule.  The Ornamental Turners International (OTI) 
will be with us again this year, demonstrating in the Ranger rooms on the lower level. 

SWAT is primarily an opportunity to learn about woodturning!  We will have 29 of the best turners in the 
world providing you with 72 classes during our 3-day symposium.  There will be ample time to meet with 
demonstrators, vendors, and fellow woodturners to discuss techniques, tools, and other areas of 
interest. 

I want to thank you for making SWAT one of the best Woodturning symposiums in the world and I hope 
your experience is everything you expected and more! 

Pam Thompson 
President, SouthWest Association of Turners 
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Symposium Floor Plan 
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Supporting  Chapters  

 
 

Abbr Chapter Area 
AW-LA Acadiana Woodturners Lafayette, LA 
AW-TX Alamo Woodturners San Antonio, TX 
ALT Ark-La-Tex Woodturners traderdon55@hotmail.com Texarkana, TX 
BLT Borderline Woodturners cwieters@elp.rr.com El Paso, TX 
BVW Brazos Valley Woodturners Waco, TX 
COWA Central Oklahoma Woodturners Assn Oklahoma, OK 
CTWA Central Texas Woodturners Austin, TX 
CBW Coastal Bend Woodturners Corpus Christi, TX 
CTW Comanche Trail Woodturners Midland, TX 
CVW Concho Valley Woodturners San Angelo, TX 
DAW Dallas Area Woodturners Dallas, TX 
DSW Diamond State Woodturners Jacksonville, AR 
ETW East Texas Woodturners Association Tyler, TX 
GTW Golden Triangle Woodturners Denton, TX 
GCW Gulf Coast Woodturners Association Houston, TX 
HCT Hill Country Turners Kerrville, TX 
HCW Hunt County Woodturners Greenville, TX 
NEOWTA Northeastern Oklahoma Woodturners Assn Tulsa, OK 
NWOW Northwest Oklahoma Woodturners Enid, OK 
PAT Panhandle Area Turners Society celsea@yahoo.com Amarillo, TX 
SPW South Plains Woodturners Lubbock, TX 
STW South Texas Woodturners Victoria, TX 
SEOW Southeast Oklahoma Woodturners engelwilson@fullnet.net Idabel-Broken Bow, OK 
SBW Southern Bayou Woodturners Hammond, LA 
WFW Wichita Falls Woodturners handlebarsturner@aol.com Wichita Falls, TX 
WNT Woodturners of North Texas Ft. Worth, TX 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Acadiana-Woodturners-735958723190465/
http://www.alamowoodturners.org/
mailto:traderdon55@hotmail.com
mailto:cwieters@elp.rr.com
http://bvwt.org/
http://www.okwoodturners.net/
http://www.ctwa.org/
http://coastalbendwoodturners.net/
http://www.ctwtc.org/Comanche_Trail_Woodturners/Welcome.html
http://conchovalleywoodturners.com/cvwt_home.html
http://dallaswoodturners.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Diamond-State-woodturners/160863910666234
http://easttexaswoodturners.org/
http://goldentrianglewoodturners.org/GTW/Welcome.html
http://gulfcoastwoodturners.org/
http://hillcountryturners.org/
http://huntcountywoodturners.org/
http://www.neowta.com/
mailto:celsea@yahoo.com
http://www.southplainswoodturners.com/spw/
http://stwt.org/
mailto:engelwilson@fullnet.net
https://www.bayouwoodturner.org/
mailto:handlebarsturner@aol.com
http://wntx.org/
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List  of  Demonstrations  
 

Demonstrator Project Page 
Sally Ault Make a Crack into a Feature 

Turn and Embellish a "Top" Box 
18 
20 

Lionel Bedard Multi-axis High Wing Natural Edge Bowl 22 

Jerry Bennett Segmenting is Fun if You Know How 
Sculpture Direct from Your Table Saw and Lathe 

24 
27 

Jim Bob Burgoon Flask with Decorative Medallions 28 
James Carter Spindle Basics 31 
Rich Colvin Task Automation for Rose Eng Lathes 

3D Printing & the Ornamental Turner 
36 
37 

Brad Davis Potpourri - Q/A Ornaments on a Rose Eng 38 
James Duxbury Magical Morse Taper 39 
Linda Ferber Fashionista Wig Stand 42 
Spencer Hamann Rosette Trans with Touches & Rosettes 

RE Patterns - Paper Chuck Practical Apps 
47 
48 

Jeff Hornung Ornamental Turning, If I Can Do it, Anyone Can 
Ornamental Inlay 

49 
50 

Lyle Jamieson Foundations of Hollow Form Turning 
Thin-Walled Goblet 

51 
53 

Tres Lennep Traveling Rose Engine & Belt Welding 54 
Elyce Longazelle Resin Casting Using Various Molds 57 
Steve McNeil Copper Lidded Box 60 
Mike Mahoney Hollow Heirloom Salt/Pepper Mills 

Quarter Sawn White Oak Platters 
Bowl Coring 

64 
65 
66 

Matt Monaco Traditional Open Ceramic Style Vessel 
Advanced Skew Work 

67 
69 

Lenny Nederveld Hidden Hazards of Woodturning 71 
Mike Nish Coin Box 

Birdhouse Ornaments 
73 
78 

Annie Ogg Honey, I Shrunk the Antiques! 83 
Tod Raines Elevated Candy Dish - Natural Edge 85 
Gary Rock Wooden Top Birdhouse Ornaments 88 
Paul Russell Barely There Vase 90 
Alan Stratton Turning a Pumpkin Box 95 
Toni Street Creating Polymer Clay Pens 

Millefiori Pens with Different Materials 
103 
107 

Clayton Thigpen Garden Fairy 110 
Paul Tiefel Tipsy Snowman 114 
Charles Tucker Design & Create Custom Canes 117 
Mark Wallace Using Your Lathe as a Spirograph 120 
Legend:  Bold = Lead Demonstrator; Blue = OTI Demonstrator; Regular = Regional Demonstrator 
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The alien behind the blade presents a larger blade surface for setting 
accurate blade angles with a Wedgie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For segmenting, the sled has no dedicated 
functions. The holes are used to reference the 
track directly with a Wedgie reducing errors to 
a minimum. Setting angles by directly 
referencing the track works very well. 

As a result, any type of segment can be made 
on this sled, standard segments, horizontal or 
vertical staves, zig-zags, diamond rings, 
unlimited herringbone patterns, medalions, 
stars, including no-fail bottoms. This sled has 
no limitations except for size. 
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Zig-Zags 
True Zig-Zag layers are not usually done 
except by the laminating process with flat 
strips. My geometrical methods make Zig-
Zags a firm choice with some projects. 

Making Zig-Zag layers is piece of cake. 

Not shown is the Herringbone pattern. It is a 
spin-off of the Zig-Zag and will be included in 
this session. 

 
 

Segmentology 2 videos with complete instructions for making staves, Zig-zags, Herringbone patterns and 
diamond rings will be posted on YouTube and www.segeasy.com including PDFs after SWAT. 
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Turning 33  
with Jim Bob Burgoon  

<Link to List of Demonstrations> 

Flask with Decorative Medallions 

 
A flask vase is not a new idea. While looking through periodicals and books, many similar styles abound. 
What appeals to me is it primarily utilizes 8/4 material, which is available in most markets. By featuring a 
decorative medallion, you can create a stunning effect.  A challenging aspect of this project is turning on 
more than one axis. 

PLANNING: There is no specific size requirement for this project.  When designing a decorative piece, 
consider where it is likely to be displayed.  A simple method of choosing dimensions is to consider 
photographs, as their size is based approximately upon the golden mean.  4 X 6, 5 X 7, and 8 X 10 are 
standard photo sizes. By utilizing the following chart where the width dimension is multiplied by the 
golden mean ratio (1.618), the blank height can be determined. 

Dimension Golden Mean Ratio Blank Size 
4 1.618 6.472 
5 1.618 8.090 
6 1.618 9.708 
7 1.618 11.326 

 
Allow an extra inch in length to accommodate a tenon for chucking plus a safety margin so you avoid the 
chuck while turning. The last page contains a sketch based upon a final size of 4 X 6. Graph paper can 
assist in visualizing accurate overall dimensions and proportions of the elements of the final piece. 

MATERIAL SELECTION: Walnut, Cherry, Maple, Mahogany, Mesquite, or Poplar are good choices for the 
body of the flask. Oak, Ash, and Pecan would also work but the stronger grain patterns make medallion 
selection more challenging. The primary consideration for the body is consistent color.  

The decorative medallion can utilize a highly figured disk. The medallion on the one pictured above is 
Olive. When choosing the disk, look at complementary colors. As woodturners, this gives the 
opportunity to feature stunning figure while not needing an abundance of material. Another option for 
disk selection would be to feature wood of a contrasting color. Blackwood, Wenge, Bloodwood, Yellow 
Heart, and Purple Heart are options for consideration. The turned medallion can also be textured, which 
can add another dimension to the overall appearance of the piece. 

MATERIAL PREPARATION: Locate centers on both ends of the body blank. The 3/8 hole for the top can 
be drilled to a depth that will intersect the cavity on lower portion of the piece. (This can also be done 
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later during the turning operation) Having material square will ensure this hole is accurate. A fence on 
the drill press facilitates keeping the blank true while drilling. The faces of the blank can be sanded at 
this point. Using hot glue, adhere sacrificial ¼ thick material to both faces. The sacrificial pieces will be 
useful during the sanding process to maintain crisp corners on the body. MDF or Baltic Birch Plywood 
will be suitable for this application. Draw the centerline on one face of the blank. Locate the center point 
of the circular portion on the lower end and scribe the radius of the outside circle. This will aid in 
visualizing the accuracy of the part the round disk will fit into. Bore a hole on this center point to 
accommodate using your chuck in expansion mode. Using a square to mark transition points on the face 
of the blank will simplify locating them during the turning process. 

TURNING (PART 1): With the body blank mounted between centers turn a tenon on the bottom end to 
fit your chuck. Transfer the blank to a chuck, utilizing a revolving cone center in the tailstock. Higher 
turning speeds will make turning the rectangular blank easier. Turn the edges to a curved profile from 
one end to the other. Transfer the transition points from the front face to the edges. Measuring depth 
of the transition points with calipers can assist with staying true to the design. When turning the circular 
area on the lower portion, stop frequently to assess your shape by comparing it to the scribed circle on 
the front. Once the lower circle is shaped, proceed to turn the cylindrical portions on top. Back the live 
center off. If the drilled hole was not cut earlier, it should be drilled at this point. Use light cuts to shape 
the interior of the vase top. 

SANDING: Previous versions lost edge crispness during sanding because they were turned without 
sacrificial pieces. The trailing edge experienced more erosion than the leading edge during the sanding 
process. The erosion had a notable effect on the circular shape of the disk portion of the vase. Due to 
the rectangular shape of the circular disc, higher than usual sanding speeds must be utilized for this 
area. Hand sanding, with the lathe off will be a requirement on the lower portion. Part the vase body at 
the bottom of the foot, making sure the bottom surface is slightly concave. 

TURNING (PART 2): This procedure will describe the method for creating a cavity where the decorative 
medallion will be installed. Mount the flask onto the chuck in the circular hole on the center of the face. 
Using thick CA glue, adhere a waste block to the back face of the vase. Utilize the tailstock while forming 
a tenon to fit your chuck. Reverse the vase in the chuck. Expand the diameter of circular area but allow a 
flat area, for a glue surface, for the medallion. Extra material can be extracted from the inside area of 
the flask, to decrease the weight of the finished piece. 

TURNING (PART 3): Mount the disk blank for the medallion in a chuck with the outside face towards the 
inside of the chuck. Cut an appropriately sized rabbet joint so the medallion will fit into the recess of the 
body blank. Slight wiggle room allows for minor adjustments when glueing it to the body. Reverse the 
blank in the chuck gripping the foot of the rabbet joint. Shape the outside of the medallion to a slightly 
domed contour. The surface where the medallion will meet the body should have a slight radius where 
it flows into the domed shape. Sand the medallion prior to gluing it into the body of the vase. When 
applying glue, ensure that the grain of the medallion disk is oriented correctly. 

FINISHING: My preference for finishing is anything that has a matte sheen. A surface that is non-glossy 
shows less dust. 
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Turning 33  
with Brad Davis  

<Link to List of Demonstrations> 

Potpourri - Q/A Ornaments on a Rose Eng 
It can be said that sometimes waiting for an ornamentally turned object develop is like 
watching paint dry. There is some truth to this statement.   We don't turn fast and many 
tool adjustments are made along the way on our journey to a finished piece.  In this live 
demo I will show you some of the quick surface patterns that you can create using a rose 
engine lathe. We will also look at how tool position relative to the rosette affects your 
surface patterns.  I will also touch on threading basics using a rose engine.  In this 
interactive presentation, the audience is encouraged to ask questions.  Lastly, I will show 
how I make an acorn Christmas ornament and the setup needed to take the project from 
start to finish. 

This Rose Engine demonstration is meant to be an interactive presentation where the attendees are 
encouraged to ask basic how to questions. I will start out by describing the basic machine setup 
procedures that all ornamental turners use prior to applying the cutters to the desired surface. This step 
is critical to the success of your project. From there I will show how surface patterns develop from 
various rosette shapes. Here is an example of a star shape that came out of a lobed rosette. 

   
Often, ornamentally turned boxes will have threaded lids. I will show you the setups involved in the 
threading procedure and I will show you how fast one can thread a box. 

And finally, I will turn this small acorn Christmas ornament on the rose engine using a dome chuck. From 
the initial design on paper to the leveling and setup of the dome chuck, I will make this acorn for the 
audience. 
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Turning 33  
with  Lyle Jamieson  

<Link to List of Demonstrations> 

Thin-Walled Goblet 

 
The goblet is a good vehicle to teach spindle turning and to demonstrate the fundamentals of hollow 
form turning. You are guaranteed to learn some new perspectives.  You will get an understanding on 
tool control, safety, chucking issues, support problems, vibration issue, grain orientation, carbide cutter 
use, hollowing in stages, and laser measuring techniques.  Come and see techniques for both outside 
and inside of hollow form turning.   
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Turning 33  
with Tres Lennep  

<Link to List of Demonstrations> 

Traveling Rose Engine & Belt Welding 

 
I wanted a fully capable rose engine that I could easily transport for demonstrations.   I looked around 
the market today and I could not find one that was available.   The MDF rose engine was the closest one 
available but is also very heavy when you add the steel plate and is limited unless you add the digital 
controls.  I decided to build one. 

Design requirements 
1. Weight of base machine at 40 pounds or less.  Cross slide and overhead are not included in the 

weight but must be easy to install and remove. 
2. Has both rocking and pumping. 
3. Has phasing (repositioning the rosette with respect to the work) 
4. Has indexing 
5. Has MT2 taper on shaft with drawbar.  Allow accurate repositioning from standard lathe to rose 

engine and also allows the use of different chucks.  (I use 1-8tpi, ¾-16tpi and the Holtzapffel chucks 
9.45tpi) 

6. Overhead drive.  Allows the use of different cutting frames. 
7. Use the Lindow Rose Engine accessories.   

a. Rosettes 
b. Rubbers 
c. Cutting frames 
d. Threading attachment 
e. Double Eccentric chuck 
f. Dome chuck 
g. Straight line chuck  
h. Elliptical chuck 
i. Geometric chuck (not Lindow but fits the LRW) 

8. Both hand crank and powered spindle 









https://alumilite.com/pages/volume-calculator?srsltid=AfmBOopSO0GKgNQxM_ajswZ9dXcyLuYAvvGryF_pY477-Wwt-TuJ1XoO
https://eyecandypigments.com/
https://www.turnerswarehouse.com/
https://turntex.com/
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Speakeasy Pen Emporium - https://speakeasypen.com/ (Pot rack systems and silicone plugs are 
amazing!) 

PTown Subbie https://ptownsubbie.com/ (micas, molds and all things casting) 
Resinwerks Studio - https://resinwerksstudio.com/ (Zac Higgins has an awesome YouTube channel 

for resin casting.)  
Olive Frog Designs - https://www.olivefrogs.com/ (awesome silicone molds) 

Contact Information 
Elyce Longazelle 
214-926-0160 
elyce@starrynightresins.com 
Website - https://starrynightresins.com/  

 
Station Setup - Silicone Mat, cups, resin, sticks, 
pigments 

 
Resin coming to temp 

 
Silicone Molds 

 
Tubes in the pot rack inside the pressure pot 

 
Pot Rack System outside the pressure pot 

 

 

https://speakeasypen.com/
https://ptownsubbie.com/
https://resinwerksstudio.com/
https://www.olivefrogs.com/
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Turning 33  
with Mike Mahoney  

<Link to List of Demonstrations> 

Hollow Heirloom Salt/Pepper Mills 

 
Heirloom Hollow Peppermill YouTube video link:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CHshkfBv1tU 

                           

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CHshkfBv1tU
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Turning 33  
with  Mike Mahoney  

<Link to List of Demonstrations> 

Quarter Sawn White Oak Platters 

 
 

Quartersawn white oak platters YouTube video link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f_FcaVol9v4 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f_FcaVol9v4
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Turning 33  
with Mike Mahoney  

<Link to List of Demonstrations> 

Bowl Coring 

 
 

Bowl coring YouTube video link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U6WO9dsXxKI 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U6WO9dsXxKI














































Demonstration  Handbook  2025  

TOC Friday Saturday Sunday  89 

Now for the tenon, or the point on the bottom of the top. Cut a piece of aluminum rod ¾ inch rod 1 ½ 
inch long into pin jaws on your chuck. With 3/8 inch of the piece in the chuck, true up the piece with 
your parting tool or square nose carbide scrapper. Using the square nose scrapper, turn a tenon1/2 inch 
long by ¼ inch diameter, this is the part that goes into the top. Reverse the piece in the chuck and 
measure 3/32 inch to 1/16 inch for a shoulder by 5/8 inch diameter. Turn and the piece down to ¼ inch 
diameter and round over to somewhat a point. Sand through the grits from 150 to 400 grit sandpaper. 
Then use medal polishing polish and apply to the point. Using an awl, scratch marks into this piece, for 
the super glue or epoxy to hold on to. Now shove this into the bottom of the top after you have applied 
your choice of finish. 

Turned, drilled, and hollowed the top. Parted and 
separated top from main body to prepare for gluing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the chuck you will see a tenon (aluminum peg) that 
will be inserted into bottom of main body. Once 
inserted in bottom of ornament I will turn tenon to 
round it off.  

 

Aluminum for tenon (peg) was purchased from 
Speedymetals.com 

 



https://www.woodturner.org/common/Uploaded%20files/AmericanWoodturner/AW2020s/AW3505-2020.pdf
https://www.woodturner.org/common/Uploaded%20files/AmericanWoodturner/AW2020s/AW3505-2020.pdf
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23. Finish using your favorite spray lacquer. 
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Turning 33  
with Alan Stratton  

<Link to List of Demonstrations> 

Turning a Pumpkin Box 

 
In this demonstration, we will turn a wood pumpkin utilizing a modified octagon process 
and multi-axis techniques. As a prerequisite, reading and practicing turning a sphere is 
highly recommended. 

Overview 
The essence of the octagon process for turning a sphere is the observation that a circle can be perfectly 
inscribed in an octagon. By the way, a lathe is great at turning a 2D representation into 3D reality. So, a 
2D circle becomes a 3D sphere; A 2D octagon becomes a 3D octahedron (of sorts). Observing the points 
and measuring the octagon gives essential guidance to turning the inscribed sphere.  These 
measurements have been solved for you (it is a bit of geometry and algebra). 

Let us start by observing that our pumpkin will evolve from an octagon, to a sphere and finally to a 
pumpkin with some hollowing and eventual shaping to form the characteristic pumpkin shape. 

                   
How will an octagon help us? An octagon gives us eight points and eight sides that guide our initial 
turning. However, since an octagon is a regular polygon, we need only two measures: The length of the 




















































































